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By DAVID LA RIVIERE
Langley RCMP have issued an ar-rest warrant for a 44-year-old man who allegedly started a house fire 
and assaulted his ex-wife and one of 
her children early Wednesday morn-
ing. 
Police were called to the home in the 
19600 block of Wakefield Drive in Lang-
ley around 1 a.m. on Wednesday.
 Andre Harvey Richard allegedly 
broke into the residence and lit the 
house on fire before assaulting his ex-
wife with a weapon, according to po-
lice. 
The woman’s 14-year-old daughter 
tried to intervene, but Richard also hit 
her with some sort of blunt weapon, po-
lice said, but the estranged father did 
not directly harm the eight-year-old 
son.
The family was taken to hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries and 
are all in stable condition. 
Initially, police thought Richard 
might have been trapped and perished 
in the burning house, but after a pre-
liminary investigation of the home 
they were unable to find a body and 
started the manhunt for the suspect, 
said Cpl. Holly Marks, Langley RCMP 
spokesperson.  
Most of the neighbours in the area 
were unwilling to talk to media and a 
local private school was put on lock-
down for fear of Richard coming to re-
trieve his son who goes to the school.
The day before the assault, the wife, 
whom other media outlets have identi-
fied as a nurse, filed for divorce from 
Richard.
Richard was known to police for 
committing acts of domestic violence. 
According to an court database, in 
2009  Richard was charged with two 
counts of assault and most recently, 
one count of assault in February.
The wife had issued Richard a re-
straining order but he broke the condi-
tions of it by making contact with her. 
Richard is described as a five-foot-
eight, Caucasian with a heavy build, 
short dark hair and possible facial hair 
weighing around 200 lbs. 
He was last seen at the family resi-
dence.
“Now we’re in the process of at-
tempting to locate the suspect,” said 
Marks. 
She added that Richard was seen 
driving a 2006 grey Saturn Relay mini-
van. 
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Langara professional photo-imaging student Angel Wong poses by a digital image of her work, 
“Golden Arteries” on Wednesday. Wong received an “excellent” rating, one of the highest ratings 
from the Professional Photographers of Canada in its annual image competition. 
BCCLA alleges Canadians have been spied on, 
CSEC claims they’ve never acted “unlawfully”
Young workers are taking 
jobs they are overqualified 
for out of financial neces-
sity, says UBC professor
Police are searching for 
Andre Harvey Richard, 44, 
who allegedly set his wife’s 
house on fire in Langley
BCCLA files suit 
over spy agency
By RENEE SUTTON
Some students are finding it diffi-cult to find jobs that put their de-grees to good use, and according 
to a new Statistics Canada report, 
they’re not alone. 
A recent report revealed 18 per cent 
of university graduates aged 25 to 34 
were overqualified at their jobs in 2011, 
according to Statistics Canada.
Jo-Anne Dillabough, associate pro-
fessor at UBC’s department of educa-
tional studies, said young workers are 
taking jobs they are overqualified for 
out of financial necessity. 
“There are probably fewer jobs 
available for those young people that 
are qualified, and therefore, the com-
petition is higher 
and they’re forced 
into jobs that they 
are overqualified 
for,” she said. 
Dillabough said 
a shift in the la-
bour market might 
also be contribut-
ing to the number 
of overqualified 
young workers. 
She said because 
the public sector is 
shrinking, jobs 
that would appeal to and usually be 
filled by young workers are disappear-
ing. 
Jeff Elrick in the theatre production 
program at Langara said graduates 
might be taking jobs they are overqual-
ified for because they tend to focus on 
getting out of debt, instead of starting a 
career. 
He said young people often have the 
mindset that they need to start from 
the bottom, and the key is to choose the 
right field. “You have to take a job in 
the bottom of the field that you want to 
get into,” Elrick said.
Brad Hefford, a geography student, 
said if job opportunities are limited, 
students might be taking courses for 
future financial stability and not be-
cause they enjoy it.
“If it’s something that I would enjoy 
doing, [then] it’s not necessarily about 
how much you get paid, it’s about doing 
something you like doing, and that’s 
what is important,” he said.
The report, released Wednesday, 
compared occupational profiles and 
overqualification of young workers in 
Canada from 1991 to 2011. While the 
number of young Canadians with a 
university degree has increased, the 
number of overqualified young work-
ers has generally stayed the same.
By MIkE HODDER 
I
f the government wants to continue 
spying on Canadians online they 
may soon have to pay per view.
The British Columbia Civil Liber-
ties Association (BCCLA) filed a pro-
posed class action suit Tuesday on be-
half of all Canadians who have used 
wireless devices since 2001. 
The BCCLA alleges Canadians may 
have been spied on by the national elec-
tronic intelligence agency, Communica-
tions Security Establishment Canada 
(CSEC).  
 After 9/11, Canada’s Anti-Terrorism 
Act gave the CSEC authority to acquire 
electronic communications and meta-
data to protect national security. 
The BCCLA claims that currently the 
CSEC may read e-mails and texts of Ca-
nadians communicating with people 
outside of the country because there is 
no law saying they can’t.  
“Because of provisions brought after 
September 11, any Canadian in the 
country may have been spied on,” said 
Josh Paterson, executive director of the 
BCCLA. “We want to make sure the gov-
ernment is accountable for people’s 
constitutional rights when carrying out 
national security.”  
The BCCLA filed an initial lawsuit 
against the CSEC in October, stating 
laws that allow the organization to col-
lect private electronic information on 
Canadian citizens violate the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 
CSEC representative Ryan Foreman 
said in an e-mail the agency, “plays an 
integral role in helping to protect Cana-
da and Canadians against foreign-based 
terrorism, foreign espionage, cyber at-
tacks, kidnappings of Canadians 
abroad, attacks on our embassies and 
other serious threats with a significant 
foreign element, helping to ensure our 
nation’s prosperity, security and stabili-
ty.”
 Foreman added, “CSE’s activities are 
reviewed by the independent CSE Com-
missioner who has never found CSE to 
have acted unlawfully.”
However, Paterson and the BCCLA 
see things differently.
“Direct warrantless spying without 
judicial consent is unconstitutional,” 
said Paterson.
“We want to 
make sure 
the govern-
ment is ac-
countable 
for peo-
ple’s con-
stitutional 
rights 
when car-
rying out 
national 
security
JOSH PATERSON
EXEC. DIRECTOR, 
OF THE BCCLA
See BCCLA vs. CSEC, page 2
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Geography 
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Underpaid 
and over 
trained
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By MEGAN BOBETSIS
S
ome medical tests and proce-
dures may do more harm than 
good, according to a new initia-
tive strongly supported by the 
Doctors of BC.
Choosing Wisely Canada is a cam-
paign intended to encourage doctors 
and patients to discuss whether certain 
tests or procedures are actually neces-
sary.  
The campaign “is about changing 
the culture that more is always better 
when it comes to medical tests and pro-
cedures,” said founder Dr. Wendy 
Levinson in a press release. 
Choosing Wisely Canada works in 
partnership with the Canadian Medical 
Association and was initially modeled 
after a similar campaign in the United 
States.
Instead of a patient requesting a par-
ticular procedure right away, he or she 
will first have a conversation with their 
doctor about whether the procedure is 
necessary. 
This initiative is intended to reduce 
costs produced by unnecessary medi-
cal actions. 
It is also an attempt to break down 
the belief that any sign of illness needs 
By GRAHAM McFIE
Vancouverites have been called out as lousy tippers by Square, the leading mobile payment company.
In the data that Square released, 
Vancouver diners tipped 62 per cent of 
the time. 
Tips averaged 13.4 per cent.
Ottawa is said to tip 76.7 per cent of 
the time with the average tip being 15.6 
per cent – making them Canada’s most 
generous city. 
Travel websites and blogs recom-
mend tipping between 15 and 20 per 
cent at a restaurant.  
In bars, the recommended tip is low-
ered to 10 to 15 per cent.  A trick for 
determining a sufficient tip for travel-
lers, by TripAdvisor, is to look at the 
five per cent GST and then multiply by 
three.  
Tere Toews, a waitress at the The 
Red Wagon on the 2200 block of Hast-
ings, said the average table tips 10 to 15 
per cent.  From that, she is expected to 
tip kitchen staff.  
“We make less than minimum wage 
an hour.  So, that’s $9 an hour,” Toews 
said. 
“And when they don’t tip you and 
you have to tip out on top of that, a lot 
of the time you have to pay for a table.
“You’re paying $1, $2, every time 
they’re doing this . . . that’ll bring you 
down to $8 at that stage.”
Toews says that take-out orders gen-
erate tips only half of the time. 
Shelby Glenn, a waitress at the Cat & 
Fiddle in Port Coquitlam, said, “At the 
Cat & Fiddle there is a kid section. If I 
am serving kids, about 80 per cent 
there is no tip, and if there is, it is about 
five per cent.”
However, Erin Jardine, manager of 
the Black Bear Neighbourhood Pub 
and a bartender at Liberty Distillery, 
said she didn’t think Vancouver was 
too bad when it comes to tipping.
 “Generally, Vancouver, it’s either 
they’re very, very good tippers or just 
kind of standard,” she said.
A new Canadian health initiative aims to decrease the 
amount of costly procedures done when not really needed
Vancouverites 
tipping poorly
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Restaurant-goers in Vancouver tip less than average, according to data gathered by Square.
Some Lower Mainland waitresses 
feeling gypped by local customers
Doctors of BC discourage unnecessary tests
Should the initial case suc-
ceed in declaring the laws un-
constitutional, it could pave the 
way for the BCCLA’s proposed 
class action suit to pay compen-
sation to Canadians spied on 
over the last 13 years.
     Paul Prosperi, Langara po-
litical science chair, said the 
case sends a signal to the gov-
ernment that transparency and 
oversight is not a luxury.
    “This case will help alert 
Canadians to the extent of gov-
ernment intrusion in the areas 
of privacy and free expression, 
and provide an effective reme-
dy by striking down [unconsti-
tutional] aspects of the govern-
ment’s surveillance law.”
BCCLA vs. CSEC,continued from page 1
treatment. 
Doctors of BC president Dr. William 
Cunningham said the initiative will 
save money because higher-quality 
health care is being provided more ef-
ficiently. 
One procedure the campaign has 
deemed unnecessary is image testing 
for lower-back pain. 
Cunningham said in most x-rays 
done on lower backs “there’s no indica-
tion for them at all, and the only thing 
the patient gets out of them is radia-
tion.”  
Tom Perry, a clinical assistant pro-
fessor at UBC, said the initiative is 
“smart and long overdue.” 
“I think what this initiative is en-
couraging is . . . doctors standing up 
both to themselves and to their pa-
tients and saying, ‘No, we’re not going 
to order something that is potentially 
costly to society and potentially harm-
ful to you, without a purpose,’” Perry 
said. 
Perry said often people who would 
actually benefit from a procedure are 
not able to get it because the system is 
cluttered with people being unneces-
sarily tested. 
“Nothing about an initiative like this 
should limit access to important test-
ing or procedures that are really useful 
to people, it should actually make it 
easier,” he said. 
Cunningham said this initiative will 
change the culture and perception of 
ordering tests. 
“It’s a very healthy culture shift,” he 
added. 
FLICKR.COM/JULOCHKA photo
Kittens like this are some of the many animals staff and volunteers at the BC SPCA help daily.
“Nothing 
about an 
initiative 
like this 
shouls lim-
it access to 
important 
testing or 
procedures  
. . .
TOM PERRY
By HANNAH MYRBERG
The BC SPCA is celebrating more than 4,000 volunteers who help out at SPCA branches each day during 
Volunteer Week, which runs April 6-12.
Volunteers are the backbone of the 
BC SPCA, where they outnumber staff 
10 to 1, and donate their time in all lev-
els of the organization. 
“The volunteers are our lifeblood,” 
said SPCA Maple Ridge manager Jen-
nifer York. 
“We would be lost without them.”
Most volunteers lend a hand by 
working on-site at SPCA shelters and 
offices alongside regular staff. 
The non-profit organization even 
has branches that are completely vol-
unteer-run and operated. 
“They are no different from our 
staff,” said York.
Anne Seaward has been volunteer-
ing with the Vancouver SPCA for two 
years and sees the work as beneficial 
to the animals as well as to herself and 
her community.  
“Volunteering in your community, it 
helps people live longer and happier 
lives.” she said. 
“I feel kind of helpless unless I’m do-
ing something to make a change,” Sea-
ward said. 
“If I can make a difference then I 
don’t feel like I’m just sitting on my 
hands doing nothing.”
Animal shelter relies on more than staff to get work done
BC SPCA thanks volunteers 
for continued services and 
their dedication to animals
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Photo-imaging students get their work 
recognized by pro photo organization
Top:  Angel 
Wong’s piece 
“Golden Arter-
ies,” which was 
rated “excel-
lent” by the 
Professional 
Photographers 
of Canada.
Bottom: “Drink 
of the Gods” by 
Gaelan Glenn 
was rated 
“merit”.
Photo-imaging 
students ace 
photo contest
Langara community garden in bloom 
No lack 
of energy 
drinks on 
campus
Chartwells takes up promo 
offer from Monster Energy 
because of exam season
Three-year-old garden 
offers plots to Langara stu-
dents, campus neighbours
DAVID LA RIVIERE photo
Irina Todoran, at Plot 19, tends to her parsley, parsnips 
and dill in the Langara community garden. 
By DAVID LA RIVIERE
Langara students and neighbours are arming themselves with gloves and trowels, as they once again 
wage war on the winter-hardened soil 
of Langara’s community garden.
Langara’s community garden was 
started three years ago as a way to pro-
mote community and student partici-
pation in environmentally sustainable 
practices. The plots are available to 
students and neighbours at $15 a year 
for the smaller four-by-eight foot plots 
and $25 for the eight-by-eight plots. 
Plot permissions are bought in 
March at the beginning of the growing 
season, and expire in March of the fol-
lowing year. Mario Moniz de Sa, assis-
tant chair of Langara’s biology depart-
ment, helped build the garden and 
continues to keep track of what is be-
ing grown in the plots.
“It varies at any given time. If you go 
there in July you might find at least 25 
different types of vegetables being 
grown. People just want something to 
cultivate,” said Moniz de Sa.
He added that gardeners are given 
lots of leeway in what they can plant, 
but among the list of banned plants are 
mints, due to their tendency to take 
over gardens, and marijuana.
The popularity of community gar-
dens in Vancouver has been growing 
rapidly in the past few years and a new 
wave of city gardeners has begun to 
emerge.
 City Beet Farms, which started last 
year, turns Vancouver’s front and back 
yards into miniature organic farms 
that grow 50 different types of vegeta-
bles throughout the year. A portion of 
the vegetables grown in the yards ev-
ery week are given to the owners of the 
property while the rest are sold by City 
Beets Farms to members of their com-
munity food box program. 
City Beets Farms was started by two 
UBC graduates with a passion for farm-
ing and community development. 
“Living in a city it’s hard to find com-
munity in different ways.” said Katie 
Ralphs, co-founder of Vancouver’s City 
Beet Farm. 
“Food is such an easy thing to con-
nect with people over. If you have a 
community garden you’re all there be-
cause you want to eat food. You’re all 
there growing it yourself.”
By ERIN BOE 
T
wo Langara professional photo-
imaging students were pleased 
to receive major recognition 
from the Professional Photogra-
phers of Canada in a competition re-
cently held on campus. 
Angel Wong re-
ceived an “excel-
lent” for her work, 
“Golden Arteries,” 
while Gaelan 
Glenn received a 
“merit” for “Drink 
of the Gods.” 
In the contest a 
five-judge panel 
are given blind en-
tries so they are 
unaware if the im-
age was done professionally or by a 
student. There are four levels in the 
competition: “unaccepted”, “accepted”, 
“merit”, and “excellent”. 
“It feels awesome to get some recog-
nition for the work we put into this pro-
gram,” Wong said. “I feel really grate-
ful I was able to win this award. I was 
surprised by it because I never thought 
I would get such a high ranking.”
Wong praised the professional pho-
to-imaging program for its focus on 
technical skills and allowing students 
to become familiar with a variety of 
photography equipment.
Glenn said he was “pretty excited” to 
win his first photography award. He 
said his image was from a previous se-
mester’s project, where students had to 
photograph a beverage. 
He said he was inspired by a Toronto 
photographer’s picture of a Guinness 
bottle, which, encased in cracking ice, 
looked as if it was surrounded by light-
ning.
Glenn, who hopes to work as a pho-
tographer’s assistant after graduation, 
said he has begun building a photo wall 
at his house with images he’s taken. 
Professional photo-imaging instruc-
tor and assistant chair David Scougal 
praised the students’ achievement.
“Out of the thousand images, I be-
lieve there [were] only twelve ‘excel-
lents’ awarded and Angel was lucky 
enough to have one. It’s rare for any 
photographer and an exceptional hon-
our for Angel,” Scougal said.
Scougal said five out of a total of 13 
entries submitted by nine students re-
ceived a rank: three “accepted”, one 
“merit”, and one “excellent”. 
By KARLY BLATS
A large shipment of Monster Ener-gy drinks has been dumped in the centre of Langara’s cafeteria this 
week in preparation for exam season. 
Stacks of cardboard flats holding dif-
ferent kinds of Monster Energy drinks 
are hard to miss in between the cafete-
ria’s salad bar and “Global Village.” 
Rizwan Bandali, director of food ser-
vices for Chartwells Langara, said rep-
resentatives from Monster Energy con-
tact Chartwells several times a year 
with special offers but this is the only 
time he will allow the ordering of such 
a large quantity of energy drinks.
“We’ve noticed that energy drinks 
go by faster during exam times.”
Bandali said Monster Energy was 
specifically chosen because of the en-
ergy drink company’s current promo-
tion. The final bill made out to Chart-
wells will depend on how many of the 
energy drinks sell.
Jason May, founder of Q Energy 
drinks, said he could not believe Mon-
ster Energy drinks are being provided 
to students during this time.
Monster Energy is “so bad for you,” 
May said.
Q Energy is a B.C.-based energy 
drink company that uses antioxidants, 
ginseng and green tea extracts, among 
other natural ingredients in their bev-
erages.
May said staying focused when 
studying becomes difficult after having 
too much caffeine.  
Energy drinks contain caffeine, sug-
ar, artificial sweeteners and amino ac-
ids. According to Health Canada, some 
sensitive individuals might experience 
side effects such as insomnia, head-
aches, irritability and nervousness 
from caffeine-rich consumables.
The average 500ml can of Monster 
has 160 mg of caffeine.
According to a health file put out by 
Health BC, “Healthy adults can safely 
consume up to 400 mg of caffeine per 
day.” 
GAELAN GLENN
Photo-imaging 
student
“It feels awe-
some to get 
some recog-
nition for 
the work we 
put into this 
program.
ANGEL WONG
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Cherry blossom festival today
ASH KELLY photo
There’s a difference between cherry blossoms and plum trees. Wendy Cutler holds a plum blossom (bottom right) and explains to her 
walking group that plum blossoms don’t grow in bunches like cherries, and that the bark on the tree is rougher and darker. 
By Ashley legAssic
Who says Dr. Who isn’t sexy? The Geekenders are a Vancouver-based theatrical group that earned the 
well-deserved category of “nerdlesque.” 
According to their website they run “events 
by geeks for geeks,” and their upcoming shows 
at the Rio Theatre are no different. 
The group did a sexy spin on the popular 
Doctor Who TV series called Don’t Blink, at 
the Rio Theatre on April 2 featuring 12 per-
formers to represent the 12 doctors that have 
been on the show. 
The routines in this show are ones that 
haven’t been seen before, according to nerd-
lesque showgirl Dezi Desire, who plays the 
fourth doctor. 
“It’s going to be a very interesting show, I’m 
really stoked for seeing everyone’s new rou-
tines that they came up with,” Desire said. 
With over 1,300 “likes” on their Facebook 
page, the Geekenders already have a fan base, 
and have sold out previous Rio shows. 
The Rio Theatre’s website describes this 
show as a “big ball of wibbly wobbly . . . sexy 
wexy . . . stuff.” 
The traditional “geeky” shows, movies and 
comics that the Geekenders pay tribute to at-
tract a large audience which can expect a par-
ody-like spin on them.
There is a difference between nerdlesque 
compared to traditional burlesque or comic 
conventions, according to Geekenders creator 
Fairlith Harvey. 
“A lot of those events that are conventions 
means you’re really busy and walking around,” 
said Harvey. 
“There weren’t a lot of parties and there 
weren’t a lot of chances for people to mingle 
and make friends.” 
Harvey says this was her inspiration to cre-
ate Geekenders. 
“Geekenders combines a variety [of] shows 
[ and has] magic and burlesque and dance and 
singing and all sorts of comedy. 
“We thought people need a place where 
they can make friends, where they’re not just 
in line waiting for panels,” Harvey said. 
The Rio says they’re proud to announce the 
joining of the Geekenders into its “lineup of 
Geeky Wednesday Comedy,” which is on the 
first Wednesday of each month. 
Tickets are available for the Geekenders’ 
next show, which is at the Wise Hall on April 
11.
The Rio Theatre has recently added Geekenders into its lineup and the next show is on April 11
From April 3-28, enjoy outdoor activities to celebrate blossom season
By Ash Kelly
V
ancouver is arguably at its most 
beautiful when the cherry blos-
som trees are in bloom, but the 
moment to appreciate their 
beauty is fleeting. 
The Vancouver Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival (VCBF) was coordinated by orga-
nizers to align with the magical bloom. 
Founding director of the VCBF Linda 
Poole said now is the time get out there.
“The weather’s been fabulous, the 
cherries are perfect, but the next few 
days are rain and it affects how long 
they last . . . Just do it now, don’t wait. 
As soon as it’s nice go see them,” Poole 
said. 
Of the many events taking place dur-
ing the festival, Thursday’s Cherry Jam 
is the big show. 
The free concert will take place amid 
the cherry trees, which are in full 
bloom, at Burrard SkyTrain station. 
Folk singer Michael Averill is look-
ing forward to performing Take the 
Time, a song written by his father. 
Averill said the theme of the song suits 
the idea behind the VCBF perfectly.  
“The reason I’m doing this is it’s a 
big tribute to my father who was a sing-
er-songwriter in the 70’s . . . Take the 
Time is really just literally as it says, 
even just to stop and smell the roses so 
to speak . . . telling the friends and fam-
ily in your life how much you appreci-
ate them,” Averill said. The Cherry 
Jam starts at noon on April 3. 
Wendy Cutler coordinates the ef-
forts of the cherry scouts who start 
tracking the blooms across the city and 
map locations that are currently in 
bloom for everyone to enjoy.  
“The cherry scouts are set up to go 
out and find the cherry trees. When we 
started, we had a list of about 150 trees 
and now on our map we have 1,300 loca-
tions,” Cutler said.
Cutler will be leading two free edu-
cational walks during the festival, 
sharing her knowledge of cherry trees, 
including the misconception that plum 
flowers are cherry blossoms. 
“We have at least 12,000 street tree 
plums in the city and they’re what’s 
been blooming for the last week or two. 
They’re kind of round and the blos-
soms hang singly from the branch . . . 
cherries all hang in bunches.” 
 
Geeky Wednesday comedy at Rio
Public 
dance 
rehearsals  
By Ali cRANe
From now until the end of May danc-ers and musicians are coming to-gether to collaborate on a series of 
free public performances. 
Community Stages, created by Mov-
ent, a Vancouver-based, non-profit 
dance society, is an event that takes 
place in different community centers 
across the city. 
Its goal is to expose the public to the 
artistic process. 
All performances are random with 
no constraints. An example includes a 
group of dancers at Coal Harbour Com-
munity Centre performing modern-
style dance accom-
panied by a harpist 
on Wednesday. 
“This is a really 
unique project be-
cause our actual 
rehearsal process 
is happening in 
public,” said chore-
ographer and danc-
er Julianne Chap-
ple. 
“It’s a great 
chance for anyone 
interested to ask 
questions and see 
how performances 
get made.”
The project is in 
its first year, and 
each month differ-
ent dancers are paired with musicians 
to work with each other for four hours 
a week. 
Community Stages enables artists to 
create a showpiece without any bound-
aries or constraints.
“If we came out of this with a piece 
where there was no recognizable dance 
that would be acceptable because it’s a 
really open-ended project,” said Chap-
ple. 
“It’s a time where we can take risks.” 
 People are welcome to watch the 
dancers and musicians rehearse but 
they will not be able to see the finished 
products until May 24 at the Moberly 
Arts and Culture Theatre. 
The collaboration of musicians and 
dancers is a rare opportunity, accord-
ing to harpist Elisa Thorn. 
 “Dancers usually don’t work with 
live musicians and vice versa,” said 
Thorn. “It’s a really cool opportunity to 
develop a shared language between the 
two.”
 
Free performances are 
held around the city where 
the public gets a peek at 
what goes on at a practice 
ALI CRANE photo
Harpist Elisa Thorn (centre) per-
forms with Arash Khakpour (left) 
and Julianne Chapple. 
1	 Cherry Jam: April 
3, 11 a.m. at indoor 
concourse at Bur-
rard SkyTrain
2	 Sakura Days Japan 
Fair: April 5 & 6 
          10 a.m.-5 p.m. at 
VanDusen Botani-
cal Garden 
3	 Stanley Park Young 
Naturalists: Flower 
Power, April 5 10-12 
p.m. at Lost Lagoon
source: vcbf.ca
Events 
around 
town
“It’s a great 
chance for 
anyone in-
terested to 
ask ques-
tions and 
see how 
perfor-
mances get 
made
Julianne chapple
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EDMOND LU photo
Paul Mon-Kau poses with one of the many Belgian beers he has featured at his bar, The District.
Drinking Belgium
A North Vancouver bar has been offering a vari-
ety of beers leading up to Belgian Beer Day
By EDMOND LU
I
n celebration of Belgian Beer Day, a 
North Vancouver restaurant, The 
District, decided to hold a “30 Days 
of Belgian Beer” event which start-
ed March 7.
Each day, the restaurant, situated 
near Lonsdale Quay, features a differ-
ent Belgian import beer for $4 off, and 
for Belgian Beer Day on April 5, all 30 
will be sold at the feature price.
The District has carried Belgian 
beers for the last seven years. Owner 
Paul Mon-Kau is from the Netherlands, 
and when opening his restaurant felt 
Belgian food was both something he 
could personally identify with and 
more accessible than Dutch food. 
The decision to feature Belgian beer 
was a natural fit.
Belgian beer holds a certain mys-
tique for beer drinkers because each 
one is different and difficult to catego-
rize.
“They’ve always made beers with 
different flavours and components and 
spices and herbs,” Mon-Kau said. 
“When people say, ‘Oh, it’s a Belgian-
style beer,’ that’s a blanket way of say-
ing it’s not a lager or IPA.”
According to Mon-Kau, Belgium pro-
duces 850 regular beers and 9,000 sea-
sonal beers.
Adding to the mystery of Belgian 
beer are the old legends surrounding 
the secretive brews produced by Trap-
pist monks. 
One Vancouver brewer, Ben Coli, 
seeks to demystify Belgian beer 
through the product of his soon-to-
open micro-brewery Dageraad Brew-
ing. 
Coli has a a nine-part online journal 
on the brewery website, which his ex-
periences with Belgian beer and open-
ing the brewery.
Dageraad will be brewing beer in the 
traditional Belgian style, and will be 
the first in the province to do so.
“To really do it properly in a lot of 
ways, you really need to dedicate your-
self to it, to get to know the yeast,” Coli 
said.
 Colin hopes to promote the catego-
ry-defying Belgian-style beer and make 
it more accessible for Vancouverites 
looking to try the brew.
Coli suggested people can be appre-
hensive about trying a new beer, but 
encouraged everyone to branch out 
with their beer tasting. “You just have 
to be up for an adventure, to give it a 
go.”
One man has decided to 
talk to at least one Van-
couver resident every day
FACEBOOK photo
Colin Easton (right) poses with one 
of the many strangers he has met. 
Talking to 
strangers 
This weekend will feature  
the fourth annual Vancou-
ver South African Film 
Festival 
By LAUREN COLLINS
Albie Sachs, lawyer, writer and for-mer freedom fighter will be at Sat-urday’s screening of Soft Ven-
geance: Albie Sachs & the new S.A. for 
Vancouver’s 4th annual South African 
Flim Festival which will be held at the 
Goldcorp Centre for the Arts.
Film festival spokeswoman Geral-
dine Eliot said the festival is focusing 
on Soft Vengeance most. The movie is 
about Sachs during the apartheid re-
gime in South Africa. After the screen-
ing, there will be a Q&A at John 
Fluevog Shoes in Gastown.
Going beyond stereotypes and cele-
brating 20 years of democracy are the 
two major themes at the festival this 
weekend.
“We’re celebrating 20 years of de-
mocracy in South Africa. It’s a big an-
niversary as well, so we’ve got a lot of 
focus on that,” Eliot said.
The festival started in 2011 and is en-
tirely volunteer run with all proceeds 
going to the non-profit organization 
Education without Borders. The orga-
nization is mainly focused on educa-
tional programs in Gugulethu, a town-
ship near Cape Town, South Africa.
David Chudnovsky, the festival 
founder, met with people from Educa-
tion without Borders in 2010 after a trip 
to South Africa. Chudnovsky and the 
organization originally planned to 
keep it small.
“We expected to show one movie, 
and we ended up with a film festival the 
first year that was successful and we 
continued to do the work and have, 
what I think, is really interesting and 
entertaining and educational films,” 
Chudnovsky said.
Chudnovsky and Eliot said some of 
the people involved with the festival 
are people who know South Africa. It’s 
a mix of people who were originally 
from there or who have visited the 
country a lot, they said.
“It’s a tremendously interesting and 
complex country that has been por-
trayed in a very unidimensional and 
very stereotypical way in the West. We 
want to help people to understand how 
interesting and complicated the place 
is and how much we can learn from the 
experiences,” Chudnovsky said.
There are still individual tickets and 
full-weekend passes available. Tickets 
for students are $10.
“Last year, it was much bigger than 
the previous two years. This year, it’s 
bigger than those. We just keep grow-
ing which is fantastic,” Eliot said.
By KARLy BLATS
Have you ever heard your mother say, “Don’t talk to strangers?” Well, Colin Easton, creator of The 
Stranger Project 2014, would disagree 
with your mother’s words. 
The project, started on Jan. 1 initial-
ly began because Easton said he’d been 
thinking a lot about making connec-
tions with people and was curious to 
discover people’s stories. As a result, 
Easton decided that every day he 
would hit the streets of Vancouver and 
meet a random individual. 
 At first, Easton said he was doing 
the project for himself on his own, 
Facebook posting only a story a week. 
But interest in the project began to 
grow and a good friend encouraged 
him to start a separate Facebook page 
for the project. Ultimately, The Strang-
er Project 2014 was born. 
“I thought, ‘Now that I’ve gone public 
I kind of have to do this,’” said Easton. 
Whether during his daily commute 
or on a casual walk around the city, 
Easton said there’s no real method to 
where he goes to look for strangers.
“If it’s cold or raining I go into malls 
or into coffee shops probably in the 
summertime when the days get longer 
I’ll venture into areas that aren’t neces-
sarily my neighborhood.”
On day 81 (he’s currently on day 92) 
Easton met a Vancouver woman named 
Liz who told him, “I’m sure I don’t have 
anything interesting to tell you. I’ve 
lived a very ordinary life.” However, be-
cause of the project and posting on 
Facebook, a long-lost relative of Liz, 
who hadn’t seen her in 25 years, 
reached out to her. 
Easton said he has spoken to every-
one from heroin addicts to women who 
have had to give up their children for 
adoption. 
You can follow the project on Face-
book at The Stranger Project 2014, on 
Twitter at @thestranger2014 or on Ins-
tagram at @TheStrangerProject.
FACEBOOK photo
Liz had a longtime relative contact 
her after chatting with Easton.
South 
African 
films hit 
the city 
“To re-
ally do it 
properly 
in a lot of 
ways, you 
really need 
to dedicate 
yourself to 
it, to get to 
know the 
yeast
BEN COLI
 THE GUARDIAN photo
Albie Sachs will be attending 
Vancouver’s South African Film 
Festival. 
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By BEN ZUTTER
O
ur government is spying on us.
Sounds like something you’d 
expect to hear from an Ameri-
can friend or news outlet follow-
ing the recent revelations on NSA sur-
veillance. 
But you might be 
surprised to hear it 
from Canadians.
The fact is, how-
ever, that the Com-
munications Secu-
rity Establishment 
Canada (CSEC), 
our country’s own 
electronic spy 
agency, is legally 
mandated to snoop 
into Canadians’ 
phone calls, emails and texts, and col-
lect metadata, all without a court war-
rant.
Metadata is the sweeping collection 
of phone numbers, length and time of 
phone calls, email addresses and Inter-
net routing information. It’s “data 
about data” as they call it.
“So what?” you might ask. “I’ve got 
nothing to hide.”
Most Canadians don’t, but that 
shouldn’t excuse any invasion of priva-
cy. We should be deeply disturbed by 
the fact that elected officials are allow-
ing a branch of government to spy on 
the private lives of law-abiding citizens 
without proper oversight.
They claim that it’s in an effort to 
fight terrorism and other insidious 
crimes, but who’s to stop them from us-
ing collected data to demonize journal-
ists, legislative critics, political oppo-
nents, or citizen protesters by leaking 
private and potentially damaging per-
sonal information?
And where does it end? Telecommu-
nications and Internet service provid-
ers already divulge subscriber data to 
government and law enforcement 
agencies, according to Internet and e-
commerce law professor Michael Geist.
The federal government wants even 
stricter control of the Internet, some-
thing that could result in censorship 
and added violations of privacy, all in 
the name of security and a crackdown 
on criminals.
Thankfully, individuals and institu-
tions are taking action. 
On April 1, the British Columbia Civ-
il Liberties Association (BCCLA) filed a 
second national class action lawsuit 
against CSEC. They believe that the 
widespread collection of private data 
violates the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, and that stronger judicial 
and parliamentary oversight needs to 
be in place.
Of course I’m not suggesting that we 
all go back to using telegraphs or snail-
mail as a primary form of communica-
tion, but we do need to break from a 
trend of complacency and strive to hold 
our government(s) more accountable.
OPINION
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Big Brother is watching, 
but does anyone care? 
Tweeting
while
sarcastic
By RENEE SUTTON
There are plenty of celebrities tweeting inappropriate and racist comments, but the controversy 
that exploded after Stephen Colbert’s 
recent cheeky tweet was undeserved 
and misinterpreted. 
Colbert is known 
for his sarcasm and 
sassy demeanor on 
his political-based 
talk show The Col-
bert Report on 
Comedy Central. 
If you know Col-
bert, you know that 
his show’s recent 
tweet recommend-
ing a name for a 
fake charity was 
dripping in irony. 
His suggestion of “the Ching-Chong 
Ding-Dong Foundation for Sensitivity 
to Orientals or Whatever,” was clearly 
sarcastic. 
Colbert’s promotional department 
sent the tweet after Colbert’s response 
to the ironic name of the Washington 
Redskins Original Americans Founda-
tion. 
The promotional department should 
have known better than to send a po-
tentially controversial tweet out of con-
text, but they didn’t and the Internet 
noticed.
 The reaction from many offended 
Twitter users was a demand to cancel 
his show, and the #CancelColbert 
hashtag began to circulate. 
While I do commend the unnamed 
heroes of Twitter that stand against 
racism in a Twittersphere of unregu-
lated comments, I also think those he-
roes need to relax a bit.
Social media has changed the way 
information is distributed, and one ef-
fect of that is the vast and rapid audi-
ence that a comment could reach. Any-
one who follows Colbert on Twitter is 
probably a fan of his show and will un-
derstand his sense of humour, but once 
that tweet is shared it enters a realm of 
criticism. 
The tweet may be insensitive, but 
Colbert’s intention was to bring light to 
a rea-world insensitive title and unfor-
tunately the execution of the joke was 
misinterpreted. 
The watchdogs of Twitter should fo-
cus on other celebrities who are more 
deserving of criticism for their careless 
comments. 
For example, Joe Budden, an Ameri-
can rapper in the hip-hop group 
Slaughterhouse, tweeted a photo of a 
man wearing a turban at the airport, 
captioned “Not on my watch Home-
boy!” These are the type of racist ste-
reotypes that I’m happy to see bom-
barded by criticism on Twitter. 
OPINION
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Energy drink push a monster of a disservice
Finals Season
 + 
Too Much Caffeine: 
A Comic
By: Vanessa Szpurko
By VANESSA SZPURKO
Food services at Langara has not 
done well by its customers with a new 
offering, and unfortunately I don’t 
think it’s a coinci-
dence. 
Students brows-
ing the cafeteria in 
A building recently 
were likely to have 
noticed a stack of 
Monster brand en-
ergy drinks on dis-
play.  
I say likely be-
cause the moun-
tainous pile is hard 
to miss. 
With its brightly coloured cans and 
cardboard sign, there’s no doubt it 
catches the eye.
It’s also smack in the middle of the 
highest traffic area, right in the centre 
of the aisle between the salad and pas-
ta bar and the International Village sta-
tion. 
I know the cafeteria has always had 
energy drinks available to buy year- 
round.
I also know many students (includ-
ing friends of mine) who swear by the 
pick-me-up powers of the canned car-
bonated beverages.
People who like energy drinks now 
will probably continue to. 
But the blantant pushing of energy 
drinks on the student population as it 
gears up for finals is nothing short of 
irresponsible. 
They’re packed full of caffeine, sug-
ar, and a bunch of other ingredients 
decidedly not from nature. 
Everyone knows energy drinks like 
Monster aren’t good for you.
One every once is a while won’t get 
you any healthier, but it probably won’t 
kill you. 
However, the stress of exams means 
students aren’t looking for one bever-
age that will quench their thirst.
They’ll turn to anything that will 
give them the boost to pull all-nighters 
so they can read that last chapter or 
write that last paragraph. 
And Langara food services knows it. 
They’re using students by trying to 
turn their desperation into profit be-
fore the end of the semester. 
The purpose of food services is like 
any other service provider on campus. 
They’re there to do their part to help 
students make their educational expe-
rience a positive one. 
In the case of food services, that 
means providing healthy choices for 
students that meet their needs in the 
best way possible.  
Unfortunately, building a conspicu-
ous display of unhealthiness and po-
tential medical problems is far from it. 
The only thing  faster than the rate 
at which students will cram informa-
tion into their brains is the rate at 
which they’ll pickle their insides.
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UBC race supermileage car
By EDRICK DUDANG
Recent studies linking barbeque and cancer led two UBC profes-sors to investigate a potential 
health risk to First Nations communi-
ties and how they smoke salmon.
Many Aboriginal communities have 
been smoking salmon for generations. 
They would hang salmon above a smol-
dering fire and the fish fat would drip 
down causing clouds of smoke. The 
smoke then gives the dehydrated fish 
an appetizing aroma. 
However, since 
the temperature of 
the fire is not con-
trolled, unlike 
modern smoke-
houses, more car-
cinogens can be 
created, said David 
Kitts, one of the in-
vestigating UBC 
food scientists
“Smoking prac-
tices used by First 
Nations communi-
ties have never been evaluated for safe-
ty,” said Kitts in a press release. 
“There’s a potential that pollutants are 
getting into the meats they eat.” 
While there is little evidence to link 
cancer to smoked fish, Kitts believes 
that this concern should still be investi-
gated. 
“We just want to do a screening,” 
said Kitts. “If there are any higher-
than-acceptable [levels of carcinogens 
in the fish], we look to reduce expo-
sure.” 
Kitts said that many cultures have 
been eating smoked salmon for genera-
tions and it is the oldest preservation 
method for many communities.   
Ken Wilson, a Musqueam band 
member who cooks and smokes salm-
on for his community, said that he has 
been eating smoked salmon for as long 
as he can remember. 
“All my life, my father’s life, my 
grandfather did it,” said Wilson. “Ev-
erybody loves it.”
Even though there may be carcino-
gens in his smoked salmon, Wilson 
said that he will stick to tradition. 
JEREMY MATTHEWS photo
The UBC Supermileage Team worked together to design the prototype car that will compete in the Shell Eco-marathon in Texas this month.
By JEREmy mAtthEws
S
tudents at UBC are taking a car 
they built and designed to re-
duce fuel usage to Texas this 
month to compete against other 
designs in the Shell Eco-marathon.
The prototype weighs less than 200 
pounds and every component has been 
optimized for maximum fuel conserva-
tion.
Engineering student Ryan Gibson is 
one of the students in the UBC Super-
mileage Team, which has prepared 
cars for the fuel-efficiency competition 
since 2001.
“Everything’s designed and built 
from scratch. [The car] is at the bottom 
end of size restrictions,” said Gibson.
The car will be competing in Hous-
ton, Texas starting April 24. The team 
came in second last year, but Gibson 
thinks they have a strong chance of 
taking home a victory.
“We’re well positioned to come in 
first,” he said.
The car is running in the urban con-
cept category, which puts strict limits 
on design by requiring the use of regu-
lar gasoline, windshield wipers and 
other road car staples.
“It’s meant to simulate a commuter 
car. We’re not doing anything to the 
fuel,” said Gibson.
A group of 16 will be travelling to 
Houston, but more than 60 engineering 
students are part of the club.
“When you’re at the competition, ev-
eryone does everything,” Gibson add-
ed.
Nancy Peng will be driving the car. 
She says it isn’t as difficult to drive as it 
may appear.
“It’s surprisingly similar to a regular 
car,” she said.
Gibson said the hands-on experience 
is great for engineering students and 
has a positive effect on the future of the 
participating students.
“All 60 engineers [on the team] are 
going to be thinking about fuel efficien-
cy in their careers.” 
Gibson said public demonstrations 
of the car have helped to teach passers-
by about fuel efficiency.
However, members of the team 
downplayed the car’s place in the fu-
ture of automotive design, stating that 
it is mainly useful as an educational 
tool.
Smoked 
salmon has 
researchers 
concerned
Traditional fish smoking 
method carries more risk 
of carcinogens, say two 
food scientists from UBC
Engineering students to compete in fuel-efficiency car competition
Ding-dong! Is Stephen Colbert’s show dead?
Comedian Colbert blamed for out-of-context tweet by 
Comedy Central that led to #CancelColbert campaign
“It’s meant 
to simulate 
a commuter 
car
RYAN GIBSON
Engineering 
student
By LEsLIE KAm
The Colbert Report’s official Twitter account set the Internet on fire last Thursday after tweeting, “I am 
willing to show #Asian community I 
care by introducing the Ching-Chong 
Ding-Dong Foundation for Sensitivity 
to Orientals or Whatever.”
While Colbert was not responsible 
for issuing the tweet, it was a direct 
quote from his March 26 show. 
Colbert’s joke was a play on the irony 
of Washington Redskins owner Dan 
Snyder’s creating a charity for Native 
Americans under the NFL team’s 
name, which some consider racist. 
But the tweet, posted without con-
text,  sent people up in arms and many 
took to Twitter to vent their rage. 
Twitter user Suey Park started a 
#CancelColbert campaign which 
trended within hours. 
“It is pretty offensive. Even though 
he tweeted this with the intent of point-
ing out or even making a joke of the 
Redskins’ offensive team name, people 
who aren’t aware of this, like myself, 
can easily misinterpret this,” said Lan-
gara science student Ron Mapue. 
Vancouver social media expert Matt 
Astifan said people overreacted.
“I recently took a standup comedy 
class [at Langara] and I found that a lot 
of comedy is based on being offensive,” 
he said.
Colbert addressed the issue on his 
show Monday night. 
“When I saw the tweet with no con-
text, I understood how people were of-
fended,” Colbert said. “Who would 
have thought that a means of commu-
nication limited to 140 characters 
would ever create misunderstand-
ings?” 
At the end of the show, he welcomed 
Twitter co-founder Biz Stone, who 
went on to shut down the show’s offi-
cial account in an attempt to end the-
controversy.
“I think he handled it well,” said The 
Province’s digital news editor Erik 
Rolfsen.
“We have seen simple miscommuni-
cations between people on Twitter and 
in text messages, simply because they 
are short and you don’t hear the emo-
tions behind someone’s voice.” 
“Who would have 
thought a 
means of 
commu-
nicaiton 
limited to 
140 charac-
ters would 
ever create 
misunder-
standings?
stEPhEN COLBERt
DAVID KITTS
UBC food 
scientist
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How to train your dragon
Dragon boaters hit the waters of False Creek to prepare for races
By LUKASZ JONCA
Now that the Vancouver Giants are out of the playoffs, the players and coaches are preparing for the off-
season.
Three Giants will be joining profes-
sional teams after the WHL team was 
swept in the first round playoff series 
against the Portland Winterhawks. 
Forward Cain Franson will be joining 
the Allen Americans of the Central 
Hockey League. Brett Kulak who recent-
ly signed a three-year entry deal with 
the Flames will be joining the Abbots-
ford Heat. Colorado Avalanche prospect 
Mason Geertsen will be joining the Lake 
Erie Monsters of the American Hockey 
League. Geertsen was selected in the 
fourth round, 93th overall in the 2013 
NHL Draft. 
Head coach Don Hay is already work-
ing on next season.
“[I’m] just trying to put together a 
plan for next year and start working on 
training camp,” Hay said. “[I’ll] take 
some time off to get re-energized and 
then get back at it in August for our Gi-
ants hockey school in Ladner and Tsaw-
wassen.”
The team is building off of this year’s 
third place finish in the B.C. division 
and Hay hopes to have greater success 
with new players joining the system 
next year. 
“To see the growth in our younger 
players like Payton Lee, Thomas Foster, 
Ty Ronning, Alec Baer are all real posi-
tive things for us this year and they’re 
going to continue getting stronger [and 
become] better players as they mature,” 
said Hay. 
The future also revolves around Tyler 
Benson, who was selected first overall 
in the 2013 WHL Bantam draft. 
“He showed a lot of potential and 
promise and to have him here for a full 
year is going to be a nice building block 
for us,” Hay said.
The Giants struggled at the begin-
ning of the season and were ranked sev-
enth in the Western Conference. They 
were up against the second place Port-
land Winterhawks and suffered four 
straight defeats.
 Sports reporter Steve Ewen of The 
Province thinks the team did quite well.
“I think they took a huge step forward 
and they’ve got a lot of young talent. 
The team has a lot of positives.” 
Vancouver Giants look for promising future
Giants head coach Don Hay sees plenty of potential for next season after a disappointing defeat against Portland in WHL playoffs
CHRIS RELKE/VANCOUVER GIANTS photo
Giants head coach Don Hay shakes hand of Portland’s 
head coach Mike Johnston after playoff series defeat.
By MADELYN FORSYTH
L
angara meet dragon boating, drag-
on boating meet Langara.
The Chinese sport was modern-
ized around the 1980s when drag-
on boating made its way to Great Brit-
ain. 
It spread to North America after a 
demo race in False Creek during Expo 
86 where the False Creek Racing Canoe 
Club Men’s dragon boat team placed 
first. 
Patrick Couling, a member of the 
FCRCC, has been dragon boat racing for 
as long as he can remember and has 
competed all around the world. 
Currently, he coaches two health care 
teams, one of which is related to kidney 
dialysis. 
Couling said “people who have kid-
ney dialysis or are having dialysis and 
doctors and nurses and technicians,” 
are part of the team. 
The FCRCC is home to 30 dragon boat 
teams with roughly 25 paddlers on each 
team totaling about 750 people, not in-
cluding the other water sports the club 
hosts.
Couling says what draws people into 
dragon boating is the social aspect. 
In competitions, dragon boats typi-
cally contain 20 paddlers, a drummer, 
and a steersperson. 
“That’s a lot of people and so you get 
them together and they become very 
close and they socialize together.”
Calvin Kwan formed the Dread-
noughts out of the FCRCC, bringing 
many people from the Strathcona youth 
team. 
Kwan says the socializing is what 
drew him and many others to the sport 
and keeps them coming back.
The team has now grown to include 
people from UBC, SFU and some who 
aren’t currently attending school.
Even though dragon boating may be 
known for socializing, the work still 
needs to be done and it’s not easy.
“Everyone has to be perfectly in 
time,” said Couling. 
“You got to do that job, you’ve got to 
get the paddle in time. If you don’t get 
the paddle in time you don’t get the boat 
to move.”
Currently, the largest festival in 
North America takes place in False 
Creek on Granville Island. 
The Rio Tinto Alcan Dragon Boat Fes-
tival started in 1989 to show off Vancou-
ver’s growing cultural diversity and at-
tracts almost 180 teams from the Lower 
Mainland and around the world. This 
year, the event will take place on June 
20 and run until the 22nd.
2014 FCRCC SPRING 
KNOCKOUT DRAGON 
BOAT RAGATTA
MAY 10, 2014
Teams will race 200m 
heats and survive to be 
the best team standing.
FALSE CREEK 
WOMEN’S DRAGON 
BOAT REGATTA
MAY 24, 2014
A unique regatta with 
three rigourous 500m 
races for every team.
EVENTS
upcoming
AMY JONES photo
 Former Olympian kayak racer Kamini Jain helps coach the dragon boat team with the False Creek Racing Canoeing Club. 
New adds 
help ‘Caps 
By CHRIS SLATER
As the Vancouver Whitecaps go off to a flying start this season, the coaching staff and critics credit a 
combination of new players and differ-
ent tactics for the improvement.
With a 2-0-2 record, assistant coach 
Gordon Forrest is pleased with how his 
team’s performance has been going so 
far this year.
“We’ve got a real good squad of play-
ers who are prepared to work hard and 
express themselves on the field,” said 
Forrest. “We’ve worked very hard at 
our games at 
home. Going away 
from home where 
it’s difficult to win 
games, again, 
they’ve put in 
some real good 
performances.”
Working on play 
tactics is one of the 
team’s focuses this 
year and changing 
those tactics to 
suit the different playing styles of op-
posing teams has been an important 
part of improving the Whitecaps’ style, 
said Forrest.
“We analyze our own performance 
but we also analyze the opposition’s 
and sometimes we can change little 
things to suit that particular game 
that’s coming up,” Forrest said.
Despite the team’s success, Forrest 
said they continue to address issues to 
work on by examining every game 
closely with both the coaching staff 
and the team.
“We’re always looking to improve. 
We look at these areas and we continue 
to work on them on the training field.”
Langara men’s soccer coach Marc 
Rizzardo believes the Whitecaps’ en-
ergy has been good so far this year, 
particularly in terms of working hard 
on the field.
“I think they have a higher work rate 
[this year]. They’re definitely hard-
working in terms of shutting players 
down if they lose the ball.”
Rizzardo also believes some of the 
team’s new additions have been a great 
asset to their overall strength, particu-
larly new midfielder Pedro Morales of 
Chile, whom he described as “very, 
very good.”
The team will play Colorado April 5.
GORDON FORREST
Whitecaps FC’s 
assistant coach
Whitecaps FC turn to new 
signings and new tactics 
for their early success
